
In 2010, Friends of the
Mississippi River (FMR)
celebrated 17 years of river
advocacy and conservation
work. We are proud to be aided
by many partnerships and
more than 3,200 volunteers
who collectively gave more
than 9,000 hours of their time
to help protect and enhance
the Mississippi River in the
Twin Cities region. 

Our work is extending far beyond the banks
of our local Mississippi River. One example
is the launch of the Blue Star Award
Program to recognize cities around the state
for excellence in urban runoff management.
Another is the Mississippi River and Lake
Pepin clean-up effort, which will affect water
quality statewide and far downstream.

We had a number of successes in 2010, but
this important work could not have
happened without the great efforts of our
very talented and dedicated staff and
without the support of our members,
volunteers and partners. 

To all of you, we extend our gratitude and
sincere thanks for trusting us with your gifts
and your time. Together, we can continue to
ensure a healthy, scenic and productive
Mississippi River for years to come.

Sincerely, 

Stewart F. Crosby
Chair, FMR Board of Directors
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Water Quality
Friends of the Mississippi River (FMR) continues
to play a strong leadership role in the effort to
clean up the Mississippi River and Lake Pepin,
which are filling with sediment and runoff
pollution. About half of Minnesota drains to
Lake Pepin through many of the state’s major
rivers and watersheds, which presents an
important opportunity to improve water quality
throughout Minnesota. FMR is working with
citizens, government agencies, and non-profit
partners to ensure that this effort results in
strong measures to reduce sediment and
pollutants and improve water quality.

To enhance our ability to work on water quality
issues, in 2010 FMR began coordinating the
Minnesota Environmental Partnership’s

collective of water-focused
organizations working together
to protect and preserve
Minnesota’s water quality 
and habitat.

Other important 2010
accomplishments for FMR’s
water quality program include:

• Launching the Blue Star Award Program to
recognize cities for excellence in urban runoff
management

• Completing another successful year of the
Stream Health Evaluation Program, working
with 29 trained volunteers who contributed
over 1,100 hours to conduct water quality
monitoring and present results to public
officials and land-use decision-makers
• Playing a leadership role in the state’s
development of Minimum Impact Design
Standards, clean water performance goals for
new development and redevelopment that will
provide enhanced protection for Minnesota’s
water resources

River Corridor Advocacy
FMR continued to lead efforts to ensure the
development of strong Mississippi River
Corridor Critical Area rules. These rules will
protect the health and the shared community
assets of the Mississippi River through the Twin
Cities while maximizing our communities’
ability to showcase and utilize their stretches of
the river. In 2010, our work in this area included:
• Meeting with corridor cities to initiate
effective discussions about what the
rulemaking effort means to them and the
opportunities it presents
• Researching and compiling a 57-page report
highlighting the best (and worst) examples of
river corridor planning and zoning for use by 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) staff
• Conducting comprehensive analysis and review
of the proposed land-use districts, standards,
guidelines and definitions in the DNR’s draft
versions of the rules
• Creating the “Mississippi River Explorer,” a set of
60 panoramic photos taken in key locations in
the Mississippi River corridor, accessible online,
that helps citizens and decision-makers recognize
the important scenic resources that need protection

FMR also actively participated in local forums 
to build support for the protection and
enhancement of the river’s community assets
through the Twin Cities. In 2010, these included:
• Chairing the Lilydale Regional Park Master
Plan Task Force
• Serving on several St. Paul riverfront park
planning efforts:
– Great River Park Master Plan Task Force
– Ford Motor Co. Open Space Working Group
– Indian Mounds Regional Park Master Plan
Task Force

• FMR staff serving on the board of the
Minneapolis Riverfront Partnership and on the
Above the Falls Citizen Advisory Committee
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CONNECTING WATER LAND COMMUNITY

The 7th annual Mississippi River
Challenge was a great success, with nearly
400 paddlers raising over $120,000 for
vital river protection! The event was
supported by over 100 volunteers,
countless friends and family members
who pledged financial support, and our
generous sponsors. Participants
experienced the Twin Cities from the
perspective of the Mississippi River,
enjoyed delicious food and beverages, and
listened to live music, all while helping to
protect the Mississippi River!

Paddle It. Protect It.
The 2011 Mississippi River Challenge will
be held July 30 & 31! Register today and
join us for this fully supported, 
one-of-a-kind journey. One or two day
options are available. Truly experience
your local river this summer – paddle the
Mississippi River Challenge!
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Land Conservation 
& Restoration
Friends of the Mississippi River’s most notable
land conservation project of 2010 was the
protection and addition of sixty-six new acres to
the Pine Bend Bluffs Scientific & Natural Area
(originally established in 2003 in part as a result
of FMR’s work), bringing the total protected
acreage in this scenic area to 330 acres and
providing greater connectivity for the Pine Bend
Bluffs’ native habitat and migratory flyway.

FMR’s landowner outreach and assistance
activities contributed to the permanent
protection of three additional sites in 2010 (two
in Dakota County and one in Washington
County) for a total of 201 acres. One of these
resulted in the establishment of the new
Chimney Rock Scientific & Natural Area.

Our efforts included not only protecting land
but restoring it as well, as we worked to enhance
habitat for wildlife and for low-impact
recreational and educational purposes. 
Toward these goals, we:
• Developed five Natural Resource Management
Plans to guide restoration efforts on 234 acres
• Conducted restoration activities at 16 sites
with a total of 380 acres
• Participated in the development of the Dakota
County Greenway Collaborative, the
Vermillion River Corridor Conservation Plan,
and the Washington County Conservation
Plan – which will all serve to guide protection
and restoration efforts, preserve water quality
and habitat, ensure nature-based recreational
opportunities and provide a framework for
future growth

Community Stewardship 
& Engagement
FMR engaged 3,264 volunteers in
2010 who contributed 9,394 hours 
of their time to hands-on habitat
restoration and clean-ups, water
quality monitoring, a fun and
successful Mississippi River Challenge,
distributing water quality education
materials, stenciling storm drains 
with “Don’t Pollute” messages, and
helping in the FMR office.

In addition, 1,465 area residents
attended FMR’s watershed workshops, water
quality panel discussions, bird hikes and native
plant tours, a special screening of the film
“Troubled Waters,” and more.

FMR focuses on providing high-quality events
and volunteer opportunities that effectively
engage our community in learning about and
protecting local water quality and habitat, and
our high turnout rates reflect this.
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MEMORIALS
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• In memory of Dave
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• In memory of George
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CORPORATIONS
3M Corporation
3M Environmental, Health 
and Safety Operations

3M Foundation
Adventure In Fitness LLC
Alliance Pipeline
Altera Savings
American Blue Ribbon 
Holdings, LLC

Aveda Earth Fund
Best Kost LLC
Black Construction
Brookdale Health
Buck Hill, Inc.
Cardinal Realty
City of Rosemount - SKB 
Environmental Trust Fund

Colleen & Company for 
Hair, Inc.

Cornerstone Title, Inc.
Cottage Landscaping
Custom Tube Company
Ecolab Foundation
Garden Expressions LLC
Gingko Coffeehouse
Great Pacific Iron Works
Hoigaard’s
Inner Circle Fitness, LLC
J & R Radiator Corp
Jweber, Inc.
Land O’Lakes, Inc.
Long Distance Access
Marksman Metals Co., Inc.
McGuigan Funding
Merlins Rest
Midwest Safety 
Counselors, Inc.

Minnesota Canoe Association
Northwest Canoe
Otogawa-Anschel 
Design-Build, LLC

Pentair Foundation
Qwest IPNOC
RBC Blue Water Project

RBC Wealth Management
REI
Schlomka’s Vac Truck 
Service Inc.

Seagate Technology
Smiling Pelican Bakeshop
Sweet Earth Inc.
Telecide Productions, Inc.
Viking Trophies
Walser Burnsville Mazda
The Wine Guyz, Inc.
Xcel Energy Foundation

FOUNDATIONS
Elmer & Eleanor Andersen 
Foundation

Gordon & Margaret Bailey 
Foundation

Baxter Family Foundation
Brown Family Foundation
Bush Foundation
Patrick & Aimee Butler 
Family Foundation

Carolyn Foundation
The Furst Foundation
Art & Martha Kaemmer Fund
of the HRK Foundation

Julia Kaemmer Fund of the 
HRK Foundation

Irwin Andrew Porter 
Foundation

The Lamm Family 
Foundation

Steven C. Leuthold Family 
Foundation

McKnight Foundation
Meadowood Foundation
Peter H. Bachman & 
Janet Rice Fund of The
Minneapolis Foundation

The Dick & Joyce H. 
McFarland Family Fund 
of The Minneapolis
Foundation

Nicholson Family 
Foundation

Dare L. White & William F. 
White Foundation

GOVERNMENT
Capitol Region 
Watershed District

City of Saint Paul
Dakota County
Hamline University
Hastings Public Schools
Legislative Citizens 
Commission on
Minnesota Resources

Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council

Longfellow Community 
Council

Metro Conservation Corridors
Minnehaha Creek 
Watershed District

Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources

Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency

Minnesota Waters
Mississippi National River & 
Recreation Area

Mississippi Watershed 
Management Organization

National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation

Ramsey-Washington Metro 
Watershed District

Rice Creek Watershed District
Vermillion River Watershed
Joint Powers Organization

West Bank 
Community Coalition

MATCHING GIFTS
3M Foundation
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Ameriprise Financial 
Employee Gift Matching
Program

Carolyn Foundation
IBM
Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Foundation

Longview Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Piper Jaffray 
Employee Giving Program

Prudential Foundation 
Matching Gifts

RBC Wealth Management
REI
TCF Foundation

Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans Foundation

US Bancorp Foundation
Wells Fargo

IN-KIND
Above the Falls Sports
Aesthetic Apparatus
Aggregate Industries
American Canoe Association
Angeno’s Pizza & Pasta
AquaBound
Aveda
Bachman’s
Bending Branches
The Bibelot Shops
Big River Magazine
Bruegger’s Bagels
Bryant Lake Bowl
Café Latte
Campfire Goods
Cascadian Farms
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres
Clif Bar
Common Roots Café
Corazon
East Lake Liquors
Eastside Food Co-op
Ecopolitan
Everest on Grand
Fat Lorenzo’s
French Meadow Café
Golden Fig Fine Foods
The Herkimer Pub & 
Brewery

Historic Fort Snelling
Hoigaard’s
Ichiban Steak House
Illusion Theater
Catherine L. Johnson
The Jungle Theater
Kowalski’s Markets
Larabar
Linden Hills Co-op
Magers & Quinn Booksellers
Mall of America
Midway Party Rental
Midwest Mountaineering
Minneapolis Institute of Art
Minnesota Landscape 
Arboretum

Minnesota Monthly
Minnesota Renaissance 
Festival

Mississippi Market
The Mixed Blood Theatre
National Park Service
Ordway Center for 
Performing Arts

Paradise Charter Cruises
Park Square Theatre
Pastureland Cooperative
Patagonia
Peace Coffee
Pioneer Press/
TwinCities.com

Pizza Lucé
Practical Goods
REI
Riverview Theater
Sawbill Canoe Outfitters
Science Museum of 
Minnesota

Sebastian Joe’s 
Seward Co-op
Sierra Club
Sixth Chamber Used Books
The Southern Theater
Surly Brewing Company
Thousand Hills 
Cattle Company

Thule Sweden
Underground Printing
Valleyfair
Walker Art Center
The Wedge Co-op
Wenonah Canoe/
Current Designs

Wet Paint Art Supply
Wilderness Inquiry
Wild River Outfitters
Who Made Who - By Amy Jo
Youth Performance Company

FMR meets all the accountability standards of the
Charities Review Council of Minnesota

FMR is a proud member of the 
Minnesota Envrionmental Fund

Revenue
Foundations ..........................285,800
Government ..........................320,844
Corporations .........................217,372
Individuals.............................335,646
Workplace Giving....................35,970
Other........................................93,256
Fees ..........................................24,510

Total Revenue ..........$1,313,398

Expenses
Programs
Land Conservation ...........462,368
River Corridor 
Stewardship.......................284,594
Watershed
Protection..........................272,450

Fundraising ...........................201,504
Management ...........................85,097

Total Expenses.........$1,306,013

FMR SUPER
VOLUNTEERS
Doug Anderson
Jason Anderson
Tony Andrea
John Anfinson
Gary Averbeck
Bob Bartlett
Joe Beattie
Michelle Beeman 
Barbara Bor
Laurie Bruno 
Jim Bukowski

Jennifer Burt
Ralph Butkowski
Candace Campbell
Eric Chien
Arielle Courtney
James Crants
Stewart Crosby
Dennis Davidson
Josh Davis
Michael (Doc) Drone
Nels Dyste
Rob Engberg
Trisha Flaherty

Forrest Flint
Susan Fuller
Mary Furth
Katie Galloway-
Thoele

Barbara Gibson
Julie Glanton
Peter Gove
Elissa Gramling
Linda Grundtner
Michael Guest
Katie Haas
Thomas Harwood

Diane Hasz
Summer Hendrickson
Diane Herman
Chris Higgins
Maggie Hill
Barb Hoernemann
Mari B. Ito & 
James Brozowski

Bruce Jacobs
Debbie Jahnke
Karen Jenkins
Elaine Jervis
Peter L. Johnson

Desiree Julian
Heather Kachel
James Kirkpatrick
Jim Krzykowski
Jeanne LaBore
George Larson
Wayne LeBlanc
Cathi Lyman-Onkka
Katherine & Darrell 
Majkrzak

Catherine Malave
Ted McCaslin
Perry McGowan

Tony Medved-
Hamilton

Hokan Miller
Analiese Miller
Dee Moore
Lynn Moratzka
Sara Muchowski
Alyssa Neeb
Bill Newman
Steve Novak
Tere O’Connell
Peter Oleson
Edward Oliver

Jacob Ommen
Gabe Ormsby
Dana Raines
Joy Robinson
Frank Sedzielarz
Jim Stengel
Brandon Stephens
Sarah Strommen
Henry Stroud
Andy Tatham
Lisa Thompson
Fred Tyler
Janine Tysk

Meghan Untz
Brian Van Stavern
Don Vegoe
Aaron Voreis
Robin Voreis
Rich Wahls
George Weed
Deanna Wiener
Sam Wils
Lynne Young
Susan Young
Eileen Zierdt
Craig Zimmer

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Stewart Crosby
Chair

Michelle Beeman
Vice-Chair

Perry McGowan
Treasurer

Candace Campbell
Secretary

Mary Adamski
Dr. John Anfinson
George Dunn
Peter Gove
Forrest Flint
Diane Herman
Chris Higgins
Hokan Miller
Damaria Moore
Lynn Moratzka
Steve Novak

Edward Oliver
Terra Penny
Faye Sleeper
Sarah Strommen
Deanna Wiener

COUNCIL OF
ADVISORS
Shirley Hunt Alexander
Peter Bachman
Charles K. Dayton
David Durenberger
George Latimer
Ted Mondale
Ron Nargang
Dr. Michael Osterholm
Phil Riveness
Tina Smith

CONTINUED FROM OTHER SIDE

Thank you to ALL of the individuals and organizations who enable us to carry out our work. Those listed here made contributions of $100 or more to FMR in 2010, or made gifts in
honor of another individual. We make every effort to ensure accuracy. If you identify errors or omissions, please contact Heather at 651-222-2193 x20. Thank You Donors!

FMR is grateful for the time
generously donated by ALL
of our 3,264 volunteers in
2010, and would like to
acknowledge by name our
“Super Volunteers”, who
each donated over 20 hours
of their time.
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