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S U S T A I N I N G  O U R  R I V E R  L E G A C Y

A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2009 was a very exciting year for
Friends of the Mississippi River.
Among the great successes of 2009,
FMR led the effort to successfully pass 
the Mississippi River Corridor Critical
Area Reform Act. The legislation
authorizes new state standards to
protect the unique public values of 
the river for generations. 

In 2009 FMR permanently conserved
three priority parcels of land totaling 
53 acres and we carried out restoration
activities on 624 acres.  

FMR has worked tirelessly through our
watershed protection programs to
strengthen implementation of the
Clean Water Act in Minnesota. In 2009
we convened a working group of
environmental leaders to develop a

coordinated campaign to address
runoff pollution. These efforts will lay
the groundwork for stronger rules that
will lead to cleaner water in the
Mississippi River. 

Last July, we held the sixth annual
Mississippi River Challenge and it was
our most successful yet with 415
paddlers that raised over $130,000 for
FMR’s river conservation work. The
Challenge is a very unique event that
allows people to experience the wild 
side of the Twin Cities from the vantage
point of the river. 

Again in 2009, volunteers helped make
all this work possible. FMR received
8,478 hours of support from more than
2,980 volunteers who made our efforts
to protect and restore the great river

stronger than ever. The accomplishments
of the past year could not have been
possible without our very talented 
and dedicated staff, the financial
support of our members and partners,
and the amazing work of our
tremendous volunteers. 

In the end the river and our community
are the beneficiaries. Thank you to all of
you who keep this organization thriving! 

Sincerely, 

Stewart F. Crosby
Chair, FMR Board of Directors
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2010 MISSISSIPPI
RIVER CHALLENGE
A fully supported paddling event to promote 
a cleaner, healthier river. 

If you've never experienced the Twin Cities from the perspective of
the river, the Mississippi River Challenge is the way to do it! Let the
cities recede beyond the trees and atop the bluffs while you paddle
stretches of quiet beauty, then emerge again
as you paddle the urban riverfronts and
pass through the locks. This one-of-a-
kind journey showcases the
ecology, history, scenic beauty
and cultural value of our stretch
of the Mississippi in a way that
no other event can. Stay close to
home this summer, and
experience your local river. Paddle
the Mississippi River Challenge.

In 2009, Friends of the Mississippi River
(FMR) celebrated its 16th year of
leading the Twin Cities community in
river and watershed stewardship. The
generous contributions of time and
resources from our supporters and
volunteers enabled us to make
important progress toward our goal of
protecting and improving the health
and vitality of the great river.  We are
grateful for this support. 

WATER QUALITY
INITIATIVES 
FMR is undertaking a number of
initiatives to protect and improve water
quality not only in our stretch of the
river but regionally and statewide as
well. Significant 2009 highlights from
this program area include: 

The Blue Star Program 
Minnesota's current regulatory framework
offers little in the way of positive
recognition for communities that achieve
excellence in runoff pollution prevention.
This year, FMR began work to develop
the Blue Star Recognition Program to
offer cities that excel in eliminating
runoff pollution the positive public
recognition they deserve. The program,
which will launch in July 2010, features
a voluntary self-assessment that allows

communities to compare their water
management policies and practices
with their peers.  High-scoring cities will
receive the Blue Star Award for
excellence in stormwater management. 

The Clean Water Act & 
The Mississippi River 
With the pending completion of new
Mississippi River water quality standards
and the development of several large-
scale river clean-up plans, Minnesota is
facing key decisions that could
dramatically improve water quality
through strategic and aggressive
development of clean water policies.
Through a combination of policy
advocacy, grassroots organizing, legal
strategies, public education, and other 
tools, FMR is helping lead a coalition of
environmental, recreational, and 

agricultural organizations to advocate
for effective and strategic
implementation of the federal Clean
Water Act in Minnesota. 

CRITICAL AREA REFORM
One of the most exciting and high-
profile developments in 2009 was the
passing of the Mississippi River Critical
Area Reform Bill during the 2009
legislative session.  FMR led and
coordinated the effort to pass this bill,
which directs the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
to develop rules governing land use,
development, and natural resource
management along the river corridor
through the Twin Cities.  The passage of
the legislation enabled FMR to begin
work with the DNR and the National 

OUR MISSION: FRIENDS OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER ENGAGES CITIZENS TO PROTECT, RESTORE
AND ENHANCE THE MISSISSIPPI  RIVER AND ITS WATERSHED IN THE TWIN CITIES REGION.
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Thank you donors.

Park Service, Mississippi National River
& Recreation Area (MNRRA), to foster a
community-based approach to the
rulemaking process. One of the key
roles that FMR is playing is to organize
citizens and stakeholders from
throughout each riverfront community
to advocate for protection of the public
values of the river. 

LAND CONSERVATION
AND RESTORATION 
In 2009, FMR made major progress in
our land conservation program area.
Four protection projects that FMR led
or was involved in were completed. In
the first, a landowner placed a
conservation easement on wooded
land along the bluffs of the Mississippi
River in Hastings.  A second project
involved a family who donated their
property along a tributary, which
contained rare dry prairie, to the
Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources. In the third project, the
landowner placed a conservation
easement on cropland along the
Mississippi River which the family plans
to restore to native prairie with FMR’s
help. These projects add up to 53 acres
of critical habitat that are now
permanently protected.  Probably the
most notable project 
completed in 2009 was protection of
the Freitag property southeast of
Hastings.  This 297-acre tract, which is
at the western end of the great
Vermillion Bottoms floodplain 
area, is of great importance to
migratory birds and many other species
that call the bottomlands home. 

Another important aspect of FMR’s
conservation work is the restoration and
enhancement of natural areas. In 2009,
FMR developed six ecological
management plans and carried out 
restoration activities on approximately 

624 acres of land. These sites were
located along the Vermillion and
Mississippi Rivers and in the Hastings
Sand Coulee, the largest remaining
native prairie in Dakota County. 

COMMUNITY
STEWARDSHIP,
ADVOCACY & EVENTS 
Friends of the Mississippi River is
pleased to report robust Community
Stewards Program results in 2009,
engaging volunteers in meaningful
ways and accomplishing a huge amount
of on-the-ground work. We worked
directly with 2,987 volunteers through
our stewardship, restoration, stenciling,
and monitoring programs, and
facilitated 8,478 hours of volunteer time
to restore and maintain land and water
resources in the Twin Cities region. 
FMR also engaged 323 citizens in
advocacy work at the State Capitol 
and several local initiatives. 

FMR carried out 21 educational and
interpretive events in 2009, ranging
from Dr. John Anfinson’s “Colors of a
River” presentation on the history of
river water quality to wildflower walks,
guided paddle trips, and more. These
events engaged 1,966 participants and
served our goal of deepening the
connections between community
members and the river. 
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MATCHING GIFTS
3M Foundation
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Ameriprise Financial Employee 

Gift Matching Program
BD Group
BNSF Foundation
Carolyn Foundation
GiveMN
Grainger
IBM
The Longview Foundation
Tennant Foundation
Thomson Legal & Regulatory
US Bancorp Foundation
Wells Fargo Community 

Support Campaign
Xcel Energy Foundation

IN KIND 
Aggregate Industries
Allegra Footprint Fund
American Canoe Association
Aveda
Benessere
Bibelot
Big River Magazine
Bikram’s Yoga
Black Dog Café
Bluefin Bay on Lake Superior
Boca Chica
Bryant-Lake Bowl
Bruegger’s Bagels
Cafe Latté
Calhoun Beach Framing
Common Roots Café
Core Power Yoga
East Lake Liquors
Ecopolitan

Fat Lorenzo’s
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Green Mill
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Historic Fort Snelling
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Performing Arts
Patagonia St. Paul
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Pioneer Press/TwinCities.com
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REI
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Sea Kayaker Magazine
Southern Theater
Summit Brewing Company
Theater in the Round
Thousand Hills Cattle Company
Tilton & Dunn, P.L.L.P.
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Wenonah Canoe/Current Designs
Whole Foods Market
Wild River Outfitters
Wilderness Inquiry

GOVERNMENT
Capitol Region 

Watershed District
City of St. Paul
Dakota County
Minnesota Environment and 

Natural Resources Trust
Fund as recommended by
the Legislative-Citizen
Commission on Minnesota
Resources (LCCMR)

Longfellow Community Council
Metro Wildlife Corridors
Minnehaha Creek 

Watershed District
Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources
Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency
Mississippi Watershed 

Management Organization
National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation
Ramsey Washington Metro 

Watershed District
Rice Creek Watershed District
Vermillion Joint Powers 

Organizations
Washington County

IN HONOR OF
Philip Anderson in honor of 

Joan Regal
Barb & Rick Szopinski in honor 
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MJ Wirth-Johnson
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Julie Ziemer

In memory of Richard Swanburg
Mary Ann Davis
Mr. & Mrs. R. James Gesell

FMR meets all the accountability standards of the
Charities Review Council of Minnesota

FMR is a proud member of the 
Minnesota Envrionmental Fund

REVENUE
Foundations 381,609
Government 355,762
Corporations 220,570
Individuals 290,119
Workplace Giving 39,727
Other 86,018
Fees 22,354

Total Revenue 1,396,159

EXPENSES
Programs

Land Conservation 445,702
River Corridor 
Stewardship 297,199
Watershed
Protection 286,516

Fundraising 200,431
Management 150,441

Total Expenses 1,380,289

Foundations 27%

Corporations 16%

Government 25%

Individuals 21%

Other 6%

Workplace 
Giving 3%

Fees 2%
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Management 11% Land Conservation 32%

Watershed 
Protection 21%

Fundraising 14%

River Corridor
Stewardship 22%

SUPER VOLUNTEERS
Doug Anderson
Jason Anderson
Anthony Andrea
John Anfinson
Gary Averbeck
Maret Banks
Wendy Barron
Bob Bartlett
Joe Beattie
Michelle Beeman

Andrew Bergstrom
Michele Bevis & Steve
Wardell
Sarah Billington
Sandee Blanchard
Barbara Bor
Laurie Bruno
Jim Bukowski
Jennifer Burt
Ralph Butkowski
Candace Campbell

James (Jim) Crants
Stewart Crosby
Dennis Davidson
Don Doeksen
Christy Dolph
Doc Drone
Trisha Flaherty
Forrest Flint
Jake Friederich
Susan Fuller
Barbara Gibson

Julie Glanton
Peter Gove
Zak Granata
Linda Grundtner
Thomas Harwood
Elena Haynes
Nicole Hecksel
Lindsay Hefferan
Alex Helling
Diane Herman
Doyle Herman

Chris Higgins
Maggie Hill
Marjean Hoeft
Barb Hoernemann
Rebekah Holmes
Debbie Jahnke
Karen Jenkins
Teresa Jui
Desiree Julian
Kyle Kane
Jeanne LaBore

Joanna Lau
Wayne LeBlanc
John Linc Stine
Cathi Lyman-Onkka
Peter Mairs
Katherine, Darrell and Elan
Majkrzak
Catherine Malave
Ted McCaslin
Larry McGough
Perry McGowan 

Jenna McKenzie
Hamilton Medved-Lufkin
Hokan Miller
Analiese Miller
Lynn Moratzka
Alyssa Neeb
Gwen & Frank Neumann
Bill Newman
Steve Novak
Tere O'Connell
Edward Oliver

Jacob Ommen
Terra & Jamison Penny
Charlie Rader
Bill & Marilyn Radmer
Dana Raines
Eric Ramstad
Josh Rieger
Beatrice Schneider
Kevin Smith
Nathan Solas
Liz Solem

Jim Stengel
Ryan Strand
Sarah Strommen
Ashley Tabery
Darcy Tatham
Meghan Untz
Don Vegoe
Richard Wahls
Deanna Wiener 
Sam Wils
Andrea Woodside

Susan Young
Brett Young 
Eileen Zierdt
Craig Zimmer

The individuals and organizations listed here made contributions of $100 or more to Friends of the Mississippi River in 2009, or made gifts in honor of another individual.  FMR makes every efforts to ensure accuracy.  If you identify errors or omissions, please contact us at 651-222-2193 x20.

Thank you to ALL of the individuals and organizations, including those not listed here, who enable us to carry out our work.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stewart Crosby, Chair
Michelle Beeman, 

Vice-Chair
Perry McGowan, Treasurer
Candace Campbell, 

Secretary
Dr. John Anfinson
George Dunn
Peter Gove
Forrest Flint
Diane Herman
Chris Higgins
Hokan Miller
Damaria Moore
Lynn Moratzka
Steve Novak
Edward Oliver
Terra Penny
Sarah Strommen
Deanna Wiener

COUNCIL OF ADVISORS
Shirley Hunt Alexander
Peter Bachman
Charles K. Dayton
David Durenberger
George Latimer
Ted Mondale
Ron Nargang
Dr. Michael Osterholm
Phil Riveness
Tina Smith

CONTINUED FROM THE OTHER SIDE


