
Friends of the Mississippi River advocates at the
local level for development policies and other 
land-use policies that protect and enhance the
ecological, cultural, historic, scenic and
recreational assets of the Mississippi River Corridor. 

In 2008, FMR and National Park Service staff
conducted outreach workshops with local decision-
makers, commission members and citizens in the
four river communities of Ramsey, Brooklyn Park,
Cottage Grove and Hastings. The purpose of these
workshops was to provide an overview of the
significance of the river’s resources and to educate
community leaders about tools and resources
available to help realize local, state and national
goals for the Mississippi River Corridor. A lively
discussion about local opportunities, issues and
threats was included in each workshop, and just as
the character of the river changes from one
community to the next, so do the key issues.

FMR continues to examine and evaluate the
effectiveness of river corridor protection policy for
the Mississippi National River and Recreation Area
and the Mississippi River Critical Area and work
toward strengthening state and federal policy.

A series of stakeholder engagement meetings held
in 2007 to gather and document input from
corridor cities, river businesses and developers, and
environmental, civic and neighborhood groups
about the strengths and weaknesses of the
Mississippi River Critical Area program resulted in
the formation of the Mississippi River Corridor
Critical Area Study Group, chaired by state
legislators Rep. Rick Hansen and Sen. Katie Sieben.

Through a series of meetings with the study group
last fall, FMR established general agreement with
stakeholders around some key elements of a
Mississippi River Critical Area Reform Bill, which
was introduced in the 2009 session. The legislation
calls for a Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) rulemaking process to revise
critical area land-use districts, standards and
guidelines, it refines bluff-related definitions, and it
clarifies the enforcement responsibilities of local
corridor municipalities and the DNR.

Throughout the legislative process, FMR worked
with legislators, local cities and other stakeholders
to modify the bill in response to concerns raised.
The final bill, which passed the Legislature this
spring, seeks to strike a balance among the diverse
interests by providing appropriate flexibility and
adequate protection of the river’s significant
resources.  The rulemaking process will begin in
late 2009 or early 2010.

In addition to policy work and outreach to local
cities in the river corridor, FMR engages hundreds
of volunteers in land and habitat stewardship
within the corridor.  The Gorge in Minneapolis and
St. Paul and the Pine Bend Bluffs in Inver Grove
Heights and Rosemount are two primary focus
areas for stewardship.  Corridor education and
interpretive programs continue to be popular and
served close to 1,000 people in 2008.  Read more
about these programs on the map in
this report or on our website
(www.fmr.org).

River Corridor StewardshipDear Friends:
For Friends of the Mississippi
River 2008, our 15th year
working on behalf of this
great river, was a year of
considerable accomplish ment.
The significant advancements 
in our key strategic areas —

land protection and restoration, river corridor
stewardship and watershed protection — are
detailed throughout this report. Thank you to our
board of directors, staff, donors, volunteers and
program partners for a year of considerable progress
in the midst of significant economic challenges
facing Minnesota and our country. 

As we navigate in the coming year the very real
impacts on all nonprofits of unprecedented
economic challenges, we remain committed to our
mission to be a tenacious voice for the Mississippi
River corridor in the Twin Cities region. The board’s
decision many years ago to build a modest
operating reserve and our budgeting discipline have
served us well. Your contributions are critical to
achieve our mission and we thank you for your
continuing support. 

At a recent event sponsored by a corporate partner,
an executive recalled a childhood experience on the
river where a family member told him it was not safe
to drink the water, swim or eat fish caught in the
Mississippi. One of the reasons we founded FMR
was to advocate for a cleaner, swimmable river that
is the source of drinking water for millions in the Twin
Cities, and from which fish can be safely eaten. 

We’re very proud of the progress that has been
made in the last 15 years, but more is yet to be
done. We look forward to working with you — 
our members, volunteers and donors — to continue
this important work! 

Sincerely, 

Peter L. Gove
Chair, FMR Board of Directors

2008: FMR’s Major
Accomplishments
• Supported the Mississippi River Corridor
Critical Area Study Group, chaired by Rep.
Rick Hansen and Sen. Katie Sieben, which
resulted in the introduction (and passage
in 2009!) of the Mississippi River Critical
Area Reform Bill.

• Championed passage of the Clean Water,
Land and Legacy Amendment through the
successful Vote Yes For Minnesota
campaign, securing dedicated funding for
Minnesota’s environment for years to come.

• Conducted workshops with local decision-
makers, commission members and citizens
in the cities of Ramsey, Brooklyn Park,
Cottage Grove and Hastings to discuss
planning and land use for each
community’s riverfront.

• Permanently protected three ecologically
important properties totaling 347 acres,
including the Freitag property, a 300-acre
parcel located in the Vermillion river
bottoms at the confluence of the
Mississippi, Vermillion and St. Croix rivers.

• Developed eight natural resource
management plans for the ecological
restoration of 254 acres of land.

• Inspired 3,055 volunteers to dedicate
11,245 hours to helping the river,
including 98 “Super Volunteers” who
contributed over 20 hours of service each. 

• Organized 1,367 volunteers who contributed
2,795 hours to Storm Drain Stenciling, a
water quality education project.

• Led 56 habitat restoration events, in which
a total of 1,609 volunteers contributed
6,157 hours of restoration work.

• Conducted 31 educational and interpretive
events, with a combined total of 1,290
participants.

Connecting River,
Watershed and
Community

2008
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ANNUAL REPORT

National Park Service historian Dr. John Anfinson tells
the story of how the Mississippi Gorge was transformed
from rapids to reservoirs in an interpretive tour of the
Meeker Island Lock & Dam Ruins.

2009 Mississippi River
Challenge
A fully supported paddle event to promote a cleaner, healthier river. 
PADDLE IT. PROTECT IT. JULY 25 & 26.

If you’ve never experienced the Twin Cities from the perspective of the river, the Mississippi River
Challenge is the way to do it! Let the cities recede beyond the trees and atop the bluffs while you
paddle stretches of quiet beauty, then emerge again as you paddle the urban riverfronts and pass
through the locks. This one-of-a-kind journey showcases the ecology, history, scenic beauty and
cultural value of our stretch of the Mississippi in a way that no other event
can. Stay close to home this summer, and experience your local river. Paddle
the Mississippi River Challenge.

www.mississippiriverchallenge.org
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Friends of the Mississippi River continued its
commitment to working with public and private
landowners to enhance stewardship in locations
critical to a healthy river and thriving ecosystem.

Thanks to the work that FMR completed in 2008, in
partnership with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and with the help of
dozens of volunteers and numerous hard-working
contractors, the 78-acre Hastings Sand Coulee
Scientific and Natural Area in Marshan Township is
well on its way to providing better habitat to its
native prairie denizens. The removal of a 4-acre
stand of red pine trees that had encroached on this
remnant sand-gravel prairie, prescribed burns and
weed removal by volunteers all served to rejuvenate
the native plant community. It is hoped that these
improvements will help to ensure survival of the many
rare plant and animal species found at the site.

FMR’s effort to protect the native prairie in the Sand
Coulee took another step forward in 2008, as the
Murnane family donated a conservation easement
to the Dakota County Farmland and Natural Areas
Program on six acres of prairie that they own. The
family’s action to protect their portion of the Sand
Coulee was in loving memory of their parents, Joe
and Joann Murnane, who both passed away several
years ago. Both Joe and Joann had a deep
appreciation for the land and valued the prairie that
existed on the property. They also provided leadership
in getting other landowners to partner with FMR to
conduct restoration activities throughout the Sand
Coulee. This donation was a fitting tribute to them,
and we are honored to have known them.

The Pine Bend Bluffs Natural Area in Dakota County
encompasses nearly 1,300 acres of very high
biodiversity habitat at the bend of the Mississippi
River, which is one of the most significant migratory
bird routes in the world. FMR’s ecological restoration
efforts, begun in 1999, progressed in 2008 with
removal of non-native shrubs at Pine Bend Bluffs
Scientific and Natural Area. The results provide
expansive views of the river for people and improved
habitat for birds and other wildlife. In 2008, FMR 

and Great River Greening conducted restoration
activities on Flint Hills Resources’ native and rare
sand-gravel prairies and oak savanna, and within the
property’s woodland. We would like to thank Flint Hills
Resources for its strong commitment to the health 
of its river bluffland.

FMR also assisted in protecting a large and
ecologically important riverfront property in 2008
through a partnership with the Minnesota DNR,
Dakota County Farmland and Natural Areas
Program, and the City of Hastings. The 300-acre
Freitag property, located near the confluence of the
Mississippi, Vermillion and St. Croix rivers, serves as
the western terminus of the extensive Vermillion-
Cannon Rivers floodplain. This was a significant
event in our effort to protect and improve the health
of the Mississippi River as there are few remaining
opportunities to protect such large tracts of land
along the river in the Twin Cities.

Our efforts in 2008 will benefit the ecology of the
river for many years to come and we are
looking forward to a successful 2009. 
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Removing non-native shrubs at Pine Bend Bluffs
Scientific and Natural Area restored habitat for birds
and wildlife as well as many breathtaking views.

Because clean water begins with clean land, volunteers
have dedicated their time to improving watersheds that
are critical to the health of the Mississippi River.

A clean river begins with a clean watershed. Friends
of the Mississippi River has broadened its scope
and expanded its efforts in watershed protection to
work toward a simple goal: clean water. 

In the Rice Creek Watershed, one of FMR’s two
target watersheds, volunteer monitors continue to
sample and identify benthic macroinvertebrates —
tiny stream-dwelling bugs whose presence or
absence in a stream is an excellent indicator of
stream health. Last year, our 30 volunteer monitors
once again proved that well-trained volunteers can
assist local governments in providing high quality
data. In 2008, our volunteers exceeded our
accuracy goals, accurately identifying 96.5% 
of all samples. Better still, the data shows that
recent restoration and water quality projects in 
the Rice Creek Watershed District are starting to
have profound positive impacts on stream health 
in the area. 

In the Vermillion River Watershed, another target
area, FMR’s 2008 Vermillion Stewards program
helped 369 volunteers contribute more than 845
hours of volunteer time protecting and preserving
local water quality. FMR organized twelve public
stewardship projects and three educational/
interpretive events at multiple sites across the
Vermillion River Watershed. These activities ranged
from invasive species removal and trout surveys to
the installation of 1,200 native prairie plants in the
Sand Coulee, a rare dry sand prairie near Hastings.
Volunteers learned from a wide range of local
experts and took part in stewardship, education and
restoration activities that will help improve water
quality and watershed health for years to come.

The big news for FMR Watershed Protection is an
expanded water quality focus in the coming years.
FMR has broadened our scope of water quality
work to include a wide variety of local and
statewide advocacy, education and outreach
programs. FMR is now active in a number of
watershed and agency water protection and  

cleanup programs, and will work with the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on several
large-scale efforts to clean up the Mississippi River
in coming years. We’ve also expanded our reach to
cities and townships across the metro area, working
to help local governments find water protection
strategies that work for their communities. In
addition to our Special Places Tours and water
quality workshops, FMR continues to coordinate 
the Clean Water Minnesota Media Campaign — a
statewide water protection and education program. 

Through our expanded Watershed Program, 
FMR will continue to reach out and bring more
Minnesotans face-to-face with the long-term
solutions to keeping our Mississippi clean and
beautiful for generations to come. 



Rice Creek Initiative  
Rice Creek is an important tributary to the
Mississippi River where thoughtful action now can
make a big difference in protecting water quality.
FMR has made the Rice Creek Watershed one of
two key focus areas in our Watershed Initiative.

Rice Creek SHEP  
Data collected in 2008 by the 30 volunteers in the Rice Creek Stream
Health Evaluation Program (SHEP) showed that recent restoration and
water quality projects in the Rice Creek Watershed District are starting to
have profound positive impacts on stream health in the area. SHEP was
designed in partnership with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and
Minnesota Waters. The program utilizes trained volunteers to evaluate the
biological health of streams by sampling benthic macroinvertebrates —
small stream-dwelling bugs. 

Rice Creek Paddle  
In May 2008, FMR and Anoka County Parks
guided a paddle on Rice Creek, an important
tributary to the Mississippi River that flows
through the northern suburbs.

More than just great scenery, the event was a
preview of the newly formed Rice Creek Water
Trail, which runs from the Rice Creek Chain of
Lakes Regional Park Preserve through to the
Mississippi River in Fridley.
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City of Ramsey  
Last year FMR and National Park Service staff
conducted workshops with local decision-makers,
commission members and citizens in four river
communities. In the City of Ramsey, discussion
focused on creating a river destination that will
benefit from the new Mississippi West Regional
Park, and plans to connect the river and park to the
planned town center and transit station with a
pedestrian bridge over Highway 10. 

City of Brooklyn Park 
In Brooklyn Park, workshop discussion included managing the river shoreline
and islands on privately owned land through technical assistance and cost-
share programs, improving river trails and access, maintaining neighborhood
character and the need to update the city’s critical area ordinance.

City of Cottage Grove  
In fast-growing Cottage Grove, workshop participants expressed interest in developing
stronger connections from the city to the river, bluff, islands and natural areas that are
mostly privately owned. Much of our discussion focused on Lower Grey Cloud Island, which
will see a land use change from mining to something else in the coming decades.

City of Hastings  
In outreach meetings FMR and National Park
Service staff conducted with local decision-
makers, commission members and citizens in
Hastings, the focus was on the historic
downtown area. With a new Highway 61
bridge coming online, there could be
numerous opportunities for the City to
reshape its riverfront and expand connections
to downtown through parks and trails.

Vermillion Watershed 
The Vermillion River is an important tributary to the
Mississippi River, and is one of two key focus areas in our
Watershed Initiative. FMR’s 2008 Vermillion Stewards
program helped 369 volunteers contribute more than 845
hours of volunteer time protecting and preserving local
water quality. FMR organized twelve public stewardship
projects and three educational/interpretive events at
multiple sites across the Vermillion River Watershed. Sand Coulee SNA

The 78-acre Hastings Sand Coulee Scientific and Natural Area, a rare
dry prairie in Marshan Township, is well on its way to providing better
habitat to its native prairie denizens after restoration efforts, including
prescribed burns and the removal of a 4-acre stand of red pine. It is
hoped that these improvements will help to ensure survival of the
many rare plant and animal species found at the site.

Pine Bend Bluffs SNA 
The Pine Bend Bluffs Natural Area in Dakota County
encompasses nearly 1,300 acres of very high
biodiversity habitat at the bend of the Mississippi River,
which is one of the most significant migratory bird
routes in the world. FMR’s ecological restoration efforts,
begun in 1999, progressed in 2008 with removal of
non-native shrubs at Pine Bend Bluffs SNA. The results
provide expansive views of the river for people and
improved habitat for birds and other wildlife.

Freitag Property  
A large and ecologically important riverfront property was protected in 2008
by a partnership that included the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, the Dakota County Farmland and Natural Areas Program, the 
City of Hastings and FMR. The 300-acre Freitag property — located near the
confluence of the Mississippi, Vermillion and St. Croix rivers — serves as the
western terminus of the extensive Vermillion-Cannon Rivers floodplain
complex that parallels the Mississippi River from Hastings to Red Wing.

Gorge Paddle  
In October 2008, paddlers traveled six miles through the
only true gorge on the Mississippi River and experienced
an urban wilderness at the peak of fall foliage colors.
Along the way, FMR staff and the National Park Service
rangers provided interpretation of the history, ecology and
management of the river.

St. Anthony Falls Drawdown 
On a bitterly cold day in February, some 200+
people attended tours of a pool drawdown at St.
Anthony Falls organized by FMR and the National
Park Service.  The drawdown is an unusual event
that only occurs when it is necessary for lock, dam
or storm sewer maintenance activities.

Gorge Stewards 
In 2008 Gorge Stewards programs involved
approximately 1,500 people in educational
programs and volunteer events.  Highlights of the
season included bringing 350 people to the gorge
for the annual Minneapolis Earth Day Watershed
Clean Up, training and facilitating the innaugural
Gorge Stewards Leadership Team and adding a
new focus area at Crosby Park in St. Paul.

Gorge Leadership Team 
The Gorge Stewards Leadership Team was formed
in 2008 with funding from the Mississippi
Watershed Management Organization. The 21
members of the Gorge Leadership Team each
committed to volunteering at least 25 hours in
the gorge in 2008.  The team carried out a 
variety of tasks associated with caring for the
mesic prairie and remnant oak brushland/
woodland that is being restored to an oak
savanna near 36th Avenue and West River
Parkway in Minneapolis. This involved removing
invasive species, such as buckthorn, reed canary
grass and sweet clover. Volunteers also helped
maintain existing plantings by weeding and
watering during the dry period last summer and
seeded the area toward the end of the season.
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Jay & Page Cowles • John & Sage Cowles • Rebecca & Scott Cramer • Mary & John Crampton • Paul & Georgia Crockett • John & Laura Crosby • Brewster Crosby
• Andre Crouch • Ms. Lisa Cumpston • Andrew Currie • Marianne D’Angelo • Austin Damiani • Chris Davis • Mary Ann Davis • Douglas & Wendy Dayton • Paula
& Cy De Cosse • Dave Dempsey • Gary Derethik • Bernice Dickson • Paul Dietl • Ron & Barb Dody • Scott Dohmen • Ruth Olson & Don Magnuson • Kristine
Dooley • Mr. David Douglas • George Dunn & Donna Harris • Louis Dzierzak • Julia Eagles • Christy Edwards • Holly Einess • Mr. Robert Ellis • Van Horn Ely •
Brett Emmons • Durwood Engelking • Matt Entenza & Lois Quam • Cheryl Epps • Theresa Evans • Tom & Lorraine Evans • Nick Faber • Donna Feidt • Nancy
& Robert Feldman • Mrs. Margy Filson • Bonita Fisher • Vincent Fogarty • Dallas Fogg • Kathryn Foley • Clare Fossum • Bill Fox • Aaron Fox • Gail Fraser •
Brad Frederiksen • Alan Fredregill • Nita & Mike Fronk • Elizabeth Frost • Andrew Fuller • Susan Funk & Wood Kidner • Joan Furlong & Randy Strobel • Katie
Galloway Thoele & Owen Thoele • Hans Gasterland • Erin Gerba • Mr. & Mrs. R. James Gesell • Helen Gilbert • Randy Gillenwaters • Dan Gjelten & Lisa Burke
• Stephnine Glanz-Vasquez • Ms. Siana Goodwin • Lisa Gorsch • Nancy Gove • Tony B Graham • Kerry Gray • Tim & Julie Griffin • Matthew Grigal • Ted &
Michele Grindal • Anne Marie Gromme • Michael Guest • Karen Gutierrez • Tracy Hadley • Mary Hall • Jon & Diane Hallberg • Steve Hamilton • Luther Hamilton-
McCloud • Jenna Hannigan • Krista Harris • Adam Harrison • Eric Hart • R.E. & J.P. Haselow • Colleen Haviland • Jim & Joan Hayden • Bud & Carol Hayden •
Kathryn & James Haymaker • David Hedlund • William Hefner • Diane & John Herman • Ellen Herman & Chrispian Shelton • Bernie Hesse • Phil Heywood &
Paula Vollmar-Heywood • Thomas R. Hiendlmayr & Jan Ormasa • Richard Higgins • Marjean Hoeft • Susan & Charlie Hoffman • Eric Hoggard • Karla Hollinshead
• Randall Holmes • Eric Holt • Jennifer Holtorf • Max Horn • Michael Hreha • Patsy & Bob Huberty • Julia & Eric Hynnek • Mari B. Ito • Harriet Iwamoto • David
& Sharon Jasper • Mark Jay • Susu Jeffrey • Karen & Marc Jenkins • Shotsy & Ward Johnson • Steven & Debbie Johnson • Marion Johnson • Jim Johnson • Mary
E. & Barry J. Johnson • Timothy Johnson • Roger & Louise Jones • Irene Jones • Mary & Mike Kallok • Brian Kantar • Robert Kastan • Thomas & Marlene Kayser
• Keith Keeling • John Kehr • Martin & Esther Kellogg • Rich Keppers • John & Lynda Kern • Bruce  Kessel • Bryce & Sherie Kilene • Sheila Kim • Joe Kinard
• Chuck King • Adam Kirst • Thomas Kleven • Ann & Paul Kloth • Julie Klovstad • Ms Patricia L. Koors • Ken Kozachok • Steve Kozachok • John Kraft • James
Kubokawa & Conchita Davis • Edward Kuch • Cynthia & Dave Kunz • Paul & Susan Labovitz • Kristen Lafavor • Darren Lake • John Lampe & Nikki Newman •
Steven Landberg • Jeanne C. Landkamer • Amy Larson • Brad Larson & Jennifer Johnson • Greg Lecker • Stephen Lee • Kristine Legler Kaplan • Gretchen
Leiterman • Cara Letofsky & Jim Davnie • Rand Levy • Glenn Lewis • James Lewis • Jeanne Lewis • George Logan • Paul & Cindy Lorah • Ed Loss • Keith Loss
• Robert Loss • Susan Louris • Tim Louris • Jane Lufkin • Felicity Lufkin • Thomas Lufkin • Mike Lynch • Charles & Rebecca Lyon • Mary MacDonald • David
H. MacDonald • Marsha C. Macey • Susan & Albert Madison • Tom & Phyllis Mahan • Richard Manka & Karen Ringsred • Connie Manos-Andrea • Michelle
Marrinan • Rex & Ann Martin • Brian Martinson & Melissa Partin • John Marty • Jeffrey Masco • Martha Matern • Julie McCann • Mike & Kay McCarthy •
Jeannine  McCormick & Stanley Trollip • Kathy M. McCready • Brother McDonagh • Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. McFarland • Debra McGovern • Dan & Nancy McGuiness
• Rashi McKinney & Nicole Camene • Ryan McLaughlin • Malcolm & Wendy McLean • Christine & Peter Melchert • Steve Mercil • Susan S. Meyers • Dan Micka
• Joel & Barbara Mielke • Bill Milbrath • Hokan & Penny Miller • Jay Miller • Henri Minette • Theresa & John Mlinar • Roger Moe • Lori Moen • Ron Moore •
Alma Rotto Morgan • Jon & Louise Morgan • Bil Mowry • Kathy Mulier • Larry Muma • Paul Munger • Chance Munger • Philip Murphy • Mr. Kingsley Murphy,
Jr. • Ann Myers • Wayne Nelson & Lynn Huntoon • Cari Nesje • Nathan Nesje • Raymond Newman • Marc Nienaber • James Nobles • Sally L. Noll • William
Nynas • Michael Nystuen • Kevin B. O’Neil • Diane O’Connor • Linda Odegard • Trent Oglesby • Edward & Charlotte Oliver • Diane Olson • Roger Oman •
Donna Opp • Rae & Rick Ormsby • Gabe Ormsby • Rebekah, Isaac & Alma Ormsby & Dave Lofquist • Benjamin A. Osmond • Constance Otis Fund of The Saint
Paul Foundation • Jerry Ott • Claudia Page • George & Maryellyn Page • LuAnn Patrick • Patrick Pazderka • Judith Peck & Robert J. Tierney • Terra & Jamison
Penny • Mark Peschel & Nina Hakanson • Gary & Linda Petersen • Scott Peterson • Jack & Mary Jo Phillips • Cordelia Pierson & Stephen Smela • Thomas
Plagemann • Jeff G Platek • Meghan Platek • Patricia Ploetz & Ed Matthees • Sally Polk • Rex Porter & Deb Todhunter • Abigail & Paul Pribbenow • Michael &
Lyne Prichard • Charlie Quimby & Susan Cushman • Jim Radatz • Charlie & Nancy Rader • Richard & Carol Rader • Dave Radovich • Gene & Judy Rayburn •
Allen M & Ruth Ann Rechtzigel • Laura Recker • Ms. Hilary Reeves • Heather Rein • Mr. & Mrs. David Reitan • Jonathan Riehle & Angela Bohmann • Phil Riveness
• Jean Roberts • Lawrence Rogers • Nicole Ron • Roberta Rott • Brynhild Rowberg • Michael Ruetten • Karen Runyon • Patricia Ryan • Richard Sachs •
Catherine Sachs • Peter & Denise Schlesinger • Konrad Schmidt • Susan Schmidt • Velcro Schnavzermutt • Nancy Schouweiler • Richard Schroeder • Gary Seim
& Lee Pfannmuller • Hua Mei Shen • Fran Shepardson • Mr. Bob Siegel • KT Simon-Dastych & Gerald Dastych • Michael Sis • Susan Smith • Howell Smith II
• Stanton Smith III • Clark & Linda Snyder • Nathan & Karen Solas • John & Marsha Soucheray • John Sproat • Barbara Stamp • Jim Stark • Dave & Klaartje
Stegmaier • Jacqueline Stewart • John Linc Stine • Dave & Barbara Styba • Hector & Maria Sulit • Marcia & Bert Sundquist • Peter & Erin Surdo • Thomas
Sutton • Pamela Svihel • Gregory & Jeanette Swenson • John Takala • Charles & Janet Tarino • Greg Taube • Mike Tempel • Lawrence & Elizabeth Tempel •
Mark TenEyck & Laraye Osborne • Chris Thelen • Vickie Tholkes • Laura Thomas • Ken Tilsen & Connie Goldman • William Tilton • Mary Tkach • Cathy Tobias •
Lyndon Torstenson • Judith Mary Trepka • John Trepp • Maureen Trepp • Ted Tucker • James Turnure • Christopher Tutka • Jane Untz & Richard Zhao • Rebecca
Urban • Michele Vaillancourt & Brent Wennberg • Gary Van Erp • Aaron Van Moorlehem • Shandell VanLith • Jeremy & Rebecca Vecoli • Lisa Vecoli & Marjean
Hoeft • Shirley Venard • Paul & Carolyn Verret • Brian Vetter • Patty Voje • Steve Vrchota • Ralph & Joella Vreeland • Warren Wade • Richard Wahls • Susan &
Philip Wahls • Lillian Wallis • Maureen Walton & John Smetana • Lawrence & Dee Weaver • Patricia Weber • John Weitz • Nancy & Craig Wellen • Richard Westby
• John & Judy Westrum • Kevin Whalen • David Wheaton & Michele Moylan • Deanna Wiener & Jim Tilsen • Aina M. Wiklund • Stephen Wiley • Frank & Frances
Wilkinson • Stephen Willett & Diane Pike • Anthony William • Sheri & Ken Williams • Terrence Williams & Patricia Hampl • Jeff & Sally Willius • Philip Willkie •
Sam Wils • Deb Wilson & Peg Brenden • John & Barbara Winesett • Eleanor & Fred Winston • Gerald Yost • Cody Youngquist • Lorene & Robert Youngquist •
Charles Youngquist Jr. • Kathy Zellner • Patrick Zeuli  $50 to $99 Anonymous (3) • Berny Ackley & Barb Pokela • John & Myrna Adams • Betsy Adamson
• Duke Addicks • Lisa Agrimonti • Gary Amendola • Stephen Amos • Matt Amrhein • Becky Anderson • Holly Anderson • Gerald Anderson • Jim Anderson •
Justin Anderson • Steve Anderson • Rick Andrea & Connie Manos-Andrea • Jane Andrews • Cindy Angerhofer • Ray Anschel • Michelle L. Appell • Mark Arneson
• Renee G. Arrowood • Frederick & Catherine Asher • Heidi Auel • Judy Aubert • Monique Auge-Bodin & Jonathon Bodin • Andrea J & Brock Austin • Gary
Averbeck • Julie Bach & Scott Brownlee • Stacie Baertsch • Arah Bahn & Steve Morman • Michael Bahr • Jodi Bakkegard • Scott Bakken • Faith Balch •
Christopher Balck • Patti Balsis • Joel & Emily Barker • Letitia Basford • Kenneth Bauer • Barry L. Beal • Carol Becker • Kim Becker • Brad Beisel • Virginia
Belden-Charles & Daniel Charles • Elizabeth & Tom Bell • Bob Benjamin • Amy Bergeron • Bonnie Bina • Dave & Barb Bipes • Corinne Blanchard • John
Blubaugh • Thelma Boeder • Robert Boisvert • Patricia M Bolger • Ginny & Rich Borncamp • Ryan Bortel • Bruce & Char Bostrom • Thomas Brady-Leighton •
Jean Brandes • Terri Brandt • Patti Brase • David Braslau • Holly Breymaier • Nicholas Brierley • Janice Brisbin • Carolyn Britt • Bev Brogie • Patricia Brophy
• Cynthia & Steven Broste • Ms. Paula J. Brugge • Shannon Brumbaugh • Greg Bullard • Jeffrey Byers • Joseph R. Cade • Corrin Campbell • Craig Campbell •
Barney Card • Verle Carlin • Renate Carlson • Dayton C. Carlson • Clifford Carlson • Mark J. Carpenter & Ann Kraemer • Mary Beth & David Casement • Jane
Casey • Paul & Millie Caspersen • Winston Cavert & Carol Witte • Harlan Cavert & Linda Odegard • Dr. Frank & Kathie Cerra • Carolyn Chou • Dan Chouinard
• Don & Rachel Christensen • Joel Clemmer • Mike & Nicole Coburn • Patrick Coleman • Roberta Collins • Mike Collins • Terry Commerford • Jessica Cook •
Mr. Jonathan E. Cook • Richard Copeland • Stewart Corn & Ellen Ferrari • Roger Cornett • Costello Family • Colette Coty • Cathy Coult • John Cowan • Robert
Craig • Michelle Crain • Nicholas  Crosby • John & Eva Cross • Lisa Czaja • David Dahlmeier • Ellen Davis • Joy Davis • Marilyn & Jack Davis • Perry Davis •
Chuck Dayton & Sara Evans • Barbara DeFoe • Mr. Steven DeLapp • Stephanie Delkoski • James DeLong • Sarah Deschamps • Marguerite Desotelle & William
Hornung • Dave & Jackie DeVriendt • Brenda & George Dickison • Mary L. Dietz • Dana Dimit • Eric Donaldson • Steve Dondlinger • Charles Donly • Mary Ila
Donteman • Anna Dooley • Colleen Dooley • Mary-Carolyn Dorfman • Sara & Mahadev Dovre Wudali • Dorothy Anne Drake • Robert & Bette Dunn • Trevor
Dunn • Nicole Duxbury • David Dvorak • Elizabeth Dyson • Carey Dzierzak • William Easton • Jane Eaton • Mary & Noel Eggebraaten • Sharon Elmore • Paul
& Renata Engel • Maureen & David Engelhardt • Diane Englund • Carol Engstrom • Jill Erickson • Paul & Ann Fate • Will  Fenwick • Ron & Terry Ferriss • Mr.
Gary C. Fifield • Sandra Flaherty • Mark Fleetham • Crystal Floyd • James Floyd • Connie Forster • Eric Foster • Helen Foster & Frederick Cooper • Katie &
Rick Fournier • Tony & Julie Foust • Kathy Fox • Douglas Franchot • Franciscan Sisters of Little Falls, MN • Bonnie Francisco • Ms. Barbara B. Franklin • Linda
Fraser • Ms. Debra Frasier • Amy Fredregill & Barry Taylor • Chris & Gail Frethem • Russell Fridley • Jeanne & Paul Friebe • Arlene Fried • Beth Friend • Angie
Fritz • John Froehlich • Daniel Frye • Glenn Fuller • Eileen Furlong & T. M. Keiser • Laurie Gartner Diethelm • Elizabeth Garvey • Janice & Bruce Gawtry •
Shannon Geno • Greg Gerba • Sue Gerba • Barbara Gibson • Mark Gilbert • Paul Glander • Marge Goldberg • Timothy & Susanne Goodman • Michelle
Goodwin • Mr. Stanley Graham • Bonnie Gray • Claudia D. Gray • Jeremy Green • Theodore Greenfield • Mary Greschner & David Johnson • Martha Griesbach
• Frank Griffin • Timothy Griffis • Dorian & Margie Grilley • Karin Gunderson • Wendy Haan • Ms. Mary Jane Haemig • Andy Hagen • Jocelyn Hale • Rex & Jaci
Hale • William & Donna Halverstadt • Lisa Halvorson • Heidi & Steve Hamilton • Larry Hanke • Dan Hanson • Nancy M. Hanson • Michael & Lucinda Harriage
• Jackie Hartman • Dick & Rowena Hartman • Bob & Donna Haugen • Ms Kathy Haugrud • Mary Hays • John Hedin • Ruth Hedman • Jeff & Lucy Heegaard •
Donna & Todd Henderson • Gary Henderson • Holly Henjum • Liana & Tim Hennum • Janis Henry • Michelle Hensley • Chris Higgins • Lori Hindbjorgen • Doug
Hinderaker • Ms. Elizabeth Hinz • Nancy & Frank Hirshfield • Sylvia Hitchcock • Steve & Michelle Hobbs • Pat & Mark Hodges • Bruce & Dorothy Hoem • James
Hoffman • Steve & Kathy Hoffman • Greg & Linka Holey • John C. Holman • Fred & Charlotte Holmquist • Dale Homuth • Louise Hotka & Jill Meyer • Julie
Houg • Beth & George Hower • Judie Hreha • Katherine Huenemann • Stan & Mary Hunter • Patricia Hurd • Ron & Chris Huston • Mrs. Lori K. Hutchings •
William Iacono • Vernon & Patricia Isaak • Lisa Isenberg & Philip Friedlund • Walter & Mary Lydia Iverson • Stan Jacobson • Beth Janke • Allison Jensen •
David Jensen • Cameron Johnson • Scott Johnson • Ardes Johnson • Edith Johnson • Jenny Johnson • Meghan Johnson • Rebecca Johnson • Sheldon P.
Johnson • Walter & Harriet Johnson • Thomas G. Johnson & Wanda R. Copeland • Kris Jones • Ms. Laurie Jones • Gayle Jorgens & Stanley Wai • Frank Jossi •
Desiree Julian • Eduardo Jurado • Jodi & Michael Kaericher • Judy Kammer & Mark Voorhees • Robin Keith • Jennifer & Bill Kellogg • Don Kern • Carol &
Kenneth Kidder • Rebecca Kilde • Mr. Robert J. Kiner • Stephanie Kissner • Robert Kistler • Thomas Klein • Amy Klous • Amy Knutson • Jerry & Kathy Kockler
• Keith Koenig • Steve Kosch • Kim Kozachok • Linda Krach and Robert Kriel • Richard & Barbara Kraft • Larry Kramka • Sandra J. Krebsbach • Merrill & Ardelle
Krech • Kurt Krueger • Marti Kubik • Donald & Mary Kunz • Martha Lantz • George Larson • Scott Larson • Craig Larson & Beverly Gerdes • Patricia A. Lawrence
• L. Tracy Leavenworth • Amy LeGere • Lynda Lehrman • Dianne Leider • Duane Lengsfeld • Steve Lepinski • Carlan & Edith Lesch • Ms. Liz Liddiard • Dorothy
& David Lilja • Carolyn Lipp • Otto Lombardo • Durwin & Jeananne Long • Jason Long • Randall Loss • James Luby • Eileen Lufkin • Margaret Lund • Scott
Lund • William & Lorraine Lund • Thomas Luukkonen • Cathi Lyman-Onkka • Chris Lynch • Jen Lynch • Michelle Lynskey • Thomas & Jeanne MacLeod • Barry
Madore • Paul & Sharon Madson • Kevin Mahony & Wendy Fassett • Sheldon & Beverly Mains • Rita Majerle • Gordon Maltby • Craig Mandel • Richard Mann
& Peggy Anderson • Marie Manthey • Nina Manzi • Larry & Karin Margolis • Abby & Donald Marier • Vina Marquart & Karl Nilsson • Marc Martel • Judith
Martens • Mr & Mrs David L Martens • Gerald Martin • Judith Martin • Lawrence Martin • Denise Marvinney • Dennis Mashuga • Susan Mathis • Bonnie Matter
• Sheila Maybanks • Kathleen Mayerhofer • John McAllister • Stacey McAnelly • Lydia Mcannerney • Robert McCabe • Kim McCallum • Georgann McClure •
Tamara McConkey • Scott McConnell • Tammy & Chris McCullough • Deborah McDaniel-Dunn • Daniel McHugh • Ms. E. Anne McKinsey • Denny & Lynne
McNamara • Christine McVay • Pam Mehlin • Debbie Meister & Gene Christenson • Nancee Melby • Peter Menge • John & Lillian Meyer • Ana Micka • Doug
Micko • Amy Middleton & Therese Durkin • Paul & Betsy Mitchell • Lois Mizuno • Jean Moede • Ms. Gunilla Montgomery • Nancy Moore • Jerry & Pat Moran
• Sheila Mary Moran • Andrew Moratzka • John Morrison • Jan Morse • Ann Mueller • William & Imelda Muggli • Bonnie Mulkey • Luann & Hal Muller • John
& Julie Mulligan • Allen B Murray • David & Judith Nass • Mrs. Karen Neenan • John & Barb Neitge • Norene Nelson • Susan Nelson • Ann E. Nelson • Carl
Nelson • Eva Nelson • Mr. Owen L. Nelson • Robert & DeeAnne Nelson • Bob Nesheim • Katharine Norton • John Nuechterlein • Carol & Steven Nulsen •
Patrick & Beth Nunnally • Sheila O’Hara • Mr. Peter M. Olofson • Mrs. Janet Olson • Diane Olson • Theodore M. Olson • Mark Ostlund • Eric Otterness • Scott
Pacey • Katharine Page • Laure Page • Martha & Frederic Page • Marjorie & Mark Paller • Lynne Palmore • Danbee Park • David Patchen • Paul Patton •
Shirley Pearl • Chuck & Ellen Peck • John Peifer • Shirley Pence • Carron Perry • Martha Perry • Dan Peterson • Ken Peterson • Kenneth & Mary Peterson •
Linda Pettigrew • Anne Phares • W. Todd Pierson & Beth Schoeppler • Joseph Pikop • Steve Poncin • Laurel Porter • Emily Poskie • Kimberly Prager • Chad
Pregracke • Patricia Preston • Constance Pries • John T. Quaife & Judy M. Geck • Mr. William E. Quick • Christopher Quinn • Bonnie Rae • Scott Rand • Timothy
Rand • Mary Randall • Patricia Raschio • David & Laura Redish • Paul & Lynn Redlinger • Jim Reimann • Victor Reiner • Susan Reinhart • Erik Reseland •
John Ressler • Carol Reynolds • Norman & Mary Rice • Timothy Rice • Elizabeth Richards • Britney Riehle • George & Dilma Riehle • Debra M. Riggs • Michael
Rigney, Jr. • David Rischall • Gary Robideaux • Louise Robinson & Neal Cuthbert • Ms. Susan Roe • Frank & Janet Rog • Robert & Joan Rohlf • Earl J.S. Rook
• Brad & Pam Rosch • Anthony Rose • Ted Roseen • Ms. Gabriel Ross • Tom & Mary Rossmeisl • Allison Runchey • James W. Rustad • Gretchen & Paul Sabel
• Phyllis Saltzman • Michael Salyards • Todd Sample • Ann Sand • Richard & Jean Sanford • Tim Santiago • Harvey & Janis Sarles • Wayne Sather • Mary
Savina • Jack & Janet Schaffer • Jessica Schneider & Anthony Sandberg • John Schroeder • Martin Schub • Michael Schumacher • William Schwabacher •
James Seidl • David & Patricia Senogles • Toni Seroshek & Gail Anderson • Carl Seville • Mark Shavlik • Bob & Stephanie Shaw • Marlys Shelby • Harvey
Sherman • Rebecca & John Shockley • Peg Shoemaker • Margaret Shreffler • Scott Silvi • Bjorn Skogquist & Bonnie McDonald • Cynthia Slack • Brett Smith
• Clancy & Mary Smith • Sheila Smith • Mark Sofio • Leif & Jeanne Solberg • Jeffrey A Sotak • David Spain • Robert Stanich & Jeanne Schleh • Kenneth & Alice
Starkman • Adele & Tim Starr • Betty Steenson • David & Carol Steenson • Lisa & Wayne Steenson • Andrea Stern • Mr. Norton Stillman • Vonna Stoker •
Claire Stokes • Elizabeth Storey • Thomas & Gail Stout • Harry Straub • Blake Stromberg • Gary Stromley • Judy Strong • Brianna Stuflick • Ana Sulit • Freddie
Sulit • Salve & Bes Sulit • Victor Sulit • Patrick Sullivan • Jean Summer • Tom & Arlene Swain • Mr. Donald J. Swanson • Juliann Swanson • Lois & Roy Swanson
• Michael Swift & Anne Walter • Linda Taft • Nancy Tempel • Ami Thompson • David Thompson • Dorothea Thompson • Mervin Thompson • Steve & Jeanne
Thompson • Ronny Thorson • Karen Tillmann • Mary Tingerthal & Conrad Soderholm • Deborah Tompkins • Beverly Topp • Richard Tovsen • Tony Tovsen • Tom
Triplett • Robert Tronnier • Katherine Trost • Janine & Walter Tysk • Alyona Uhlmann • Karen Utter & Steven Woletz • David & Lynn Vander Haar • Jane Vanderpoel
& Kevin Gutknecht • Michelle Vansice • Linda & Tom Veblen • Amy Verhoeven • Lyn Verthein • Sarah Vest • Steven Vincent & Jill Weese • Mary Volk • Mark
Voorhees • Becky Waalen • Mr. James Wade • Joy Wagner • David Waite • Michael Walker • Jeff Walkowski & Jeff Wyant • Julia Wallace • Jay T. Walljasper •
Kerry Walsh & Tom Meyer • Liz Walton • Dorothy & Fred Waltz • James Washburn • Doug & Ginny Weaver • Carol Weber • Eileen Weber • Dubau Weisert • Marvin
& Connie Wenzel • Julie Westerlund • Shanan Wexler • Jean Whalen • Jim Whalen • John & Kelly Wheaton • Billie White • Beverly Wickstrom • David Wiley •
Joan Williams • Karen M. Williams • Chester Wilson & Suzanne Donsky • Dennis & Kathryn Wipperling • Thomas Wistrom • Natalie Wobbema • Martin Wolfe •
Forrest Wollack • Dennis R. Wood • Teresa Workman • Kimberly Wright • Kay Yanisch & Martin Dietl • Celesta Yanish Perron & Steve Perron • Steven Yetter •
Charles & Kaye Young • Ute Zahn • Linda Zick • Thomas Zins • Donors via the Minnesota Environmental Fund $500 to $999: Phillip Ekstrand • $100 to
$499: Janet Beneke • Michelle Bierman • Robert Bruininks • Laurie Bruno • Lynn Brysiewicz • Jacqueline Campeau • Karin Chien • Jo Christiansen • Heidi Fell
• Forrest Flint • Thomas Fraser & Mary Strand • Jodi Hanson Murphy • Mary Hicks • Gina Holje • Candice Johanssen • Barbara Kemmer • Maureen Lally •
William Loesch • Matthew Massman • Nathan Mitchell • Brian Pittman • JoAnn Rautio • Phil Riveness • Helen Sullinger • Kay Yanisch • $50 to $99: Wayne
Becklin • Mark Cavanor • Mary Cottingham • Mitchell Davis • Lisa Gerard • Holly Hanson • Gracie Hohman • Irene Kasper • Nancy Kleeberger • Donald Kleven
• Catherine Malave • Kathleen Ofstedal • John Olmsted • Jim Scheidt • Karen Schik & Jim Martin • David Schluchter • Gregory Wallin • In Honor of Melissa
Avery & Randy Shnoes in honor of Dick Carlstrom • Barbara Tretheway in honor of Michelle Beeman • Hazel Christenson in honor of Steven M. Christenson • Ken
Collier in honor of Marion Robertson, Steve Robinson, Anne Robertson, and Tom Robertson • Courtney & Martin Colwell-Wera in honor of their wedding. • Linda &
Fred Harding in honor of Mary Jean Port • Michael & Julie Kimlinger in honor of Lisa Burke and Dan Gjelten • Elizabeth Lofgren in honor of Lisa Burke and Dan Gjelten
• Suzanne Meyerson in honor of Dick Carlstrom • Ann Miksch in honor of Karen Miksch and Mark Pedelty • Diane Murray in honor of Nancy Williamson • Sara Provart
in honor of Lisa Burke and Dan Gjelten • Sandra Schoenecker in honor of JoAnn Pasternack • Adam Svoboda in honor of Grace Vermeer • Mary Welby in honor of
Richard McCarthy • Amy White in honor of Stewart Crosby • Aina M. Wiklund in honor of Karen Schik and Tom Lewanski • Susan & Steve Zimmerman in honor of Katie
Galloway-Thoele and Owen Thoele  • Memorials Kay Dickison in memory of Lorna Loss • Stephen Huey in memory of Walter H. Buck • Kelly & Charles McKown in
memory of Paul Wright • Fran Shepardson in memory of Paul Wright • Roger Roffler Memorial Fund: James & Janet Borgschatz, Tara Borgschatz, Vivianne Hanke

The individuals and organizations listed here made contributions of $50 or more to Friends of the Mississippi River during 2008. We make every effort to ensure
accuracy. If you identify an error or omission, please contact us at 651-222-2193 x20. Thank you for your support! 

Friends of the Mississippi River has been connecting Minnesota communities to the river and its watershed for over 15 years through
education, engagement and advocacy. This map highlights only a few of the projects that FMR undertook in 2008 to further its goal of
protecting and enhancing the Mississippi River and its watershed in the Twin Cities area.

FMR Offices 
82 volunteers contributed 2,293 hours of internal support,
including office volunteers, board members and interns.

Crosby Park Restoration  
Work was completed on a new interpretive prairie in 2008, which included
planting, watering, and mulching almost 1,000 native prairie plants as part
of a restoration project in partnership with St. Paul Parks and Recreation,
funded by Capitol Region Watershed District. This 4-acre floodplain prairie
restoration does double duty: not only does it help clean polluted runoff
before it enters the river, but it serves as a demonstration prairie to help
visitors learn about watershed-friendly landscaping.

Pine Bend – Flint Hills Resources 
In 2008, the ninth year of FMR’s partnership with Flint
Hills Resources, FMR and Great River Greening
conducted restoration activities on Flint Hills
Resources’ native and rare sand-gravel prairies and
oak savanna, and within the property’s woodland.

St. Paul Storm Drain Stenciling  
1,367 people contributed 2,795 hours to the stenciling program
in 2008, painting educational messages near storm drains and
distributing education materials in the City of St. Paul.

FORT SNELLING STATE PARK & HISTORIC
FORT SNELLING — Paddlers take out on
the beach in the state park, hike up the
bluff to the historic fort, and are joined by
friends and family for a night of great 
food and drink, live music, historic 
re-enactments and more at this 
mid-point of the Mississippi 
River Challenge.

GREY CLOUD ISLAND — Two-day paddlers of the
Mississippi River Challenge finish their amazing
journey by coming around the final bend to a large
cove and taking out on a beach at Grey Cloud
Island mid-afternoon on the last Sunday of July.

COON RAPIDS DAM REGIONAL PARK — At the starting
point for the Mississippi River Challenge, FMR’s annual
July event, paddlers launch to the sounds of an Ojibwe
Drum Circle and begin a one- or two-day paddle on
the Twin Cities stretch of the river.


